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Now Approaching the Cultural Crossroads:  
Fasten Your Seatbelts! 










here’s	 a	 preview	with	 high-











Three	 workshops	 and	 f ive	
tours	 on	Thursday	morning	



















not	 accrediting	 or	 endorsing	 any	
institution,	MAC	 is	 thrilled	 to	
provide	 the	 directory	 as	 a	 service	
to	 its	members.	The	directory	can	




This	 directory	 is	 intended	 to	 be	







NCAA basketball champs return home, 1963. Photo 
by Thomas J. Dyba, courtesy Loyola University 
Chicago Archives.
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MAC News—Anke Voss, Assistant Editor, Champaign County Historical Archives
Cultural Crossroads
(Continued from page 1)




Get finding aids 
 and more with 






































Describe with DACS, 
ISAD(G) or RAD and 
control authorized 
names with ISAAR. 




                   Archives™                                    
 
W E B   B A S E D   K N O W L E D G E   M A N A G E M E N T
 






ONE SYTEM FOR ALL RESOURCES 
Researchers have only one place to look for  
digital content or hard copy. 
You have no redundant tasks and manage  
no redundant data. 
 
 













and control storage 
space, gathering 






Finding aids with 
intuitive keyword or 
precision logic, 







Export EAD & MARC 
with return links for 
imports into other 
systems. Publish EAD, 
HTML, PDF, and RTF. 
(Continued on page 5)
Student	Poster	Session	with	 the	creators	on	hand	 for	
discussion.	Meanwhile,	 our	 vendors	 will	 continue	
to	 entice	 and	 inform	 you	 throughout	 the	 day.	As	 a	




and	bylaws,	 recognize	 award	 recipients,	 and	preview	
upcoming	meetings	in	Dayton	and	St.	Paul.
Note	 to	 new	members	 and	 lone	 arrangers—if	 you	
haven’t	already	signed	up	for	one	of	the	special	dining/











revisiting	 a	 favorite	 spot	 or	 taking	 in	 a	 theatrical	 or	









This	 is	 a	MAC	program	both	wide	 and	 deep,	with	
workshops	and	sessions	on	such	topics	as	working	with	
specialized	formats,	working	with	patrons,	expanding	
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 
The Rediscovery of the Sierra Leone Collection
By Valerie Harris, University of Illinois at Chicago

















In	 this	 case,	 the	 answer	 is	Nancy	Cirillo,	 Professor	
Emerita	of	English	at	UIC	and	a	specialist	in	postcolonial	





for	 a	Caribbean	 scholar.”	Her	 persistence	 in	 bringing	
her	students	to	the	materials	in	class	sessions,	arranging	










and	 photographs	 comprised	 the	 core	 of	 the	 library’s	
special	 collections	when	 it	 opened	 in	 the	 late	 1960s,	
and	our	collecting	strengths	are	in	late-nineteenth-	and	
twentieth-century	 Chicago	 history,	 social	 services,	
politics,	 and	 culture.	This	 local	 focus	 of	UIC	 special	
collections	 underscores	 the	 surprise	 and	wonder	UIC	












slave	 trade.	The	 seven-linear-foot	 collection	documents	
the	 abolition	 of	 the	British	 slave	 trade	 and	 the	 earliest	
recorded	attempt	to	resettle	freed	slaves	on	the	west	coast	
of	Africa.	The	 60-year	 span	 (1780–1840)	 of	materials	
covers	a	period	that	includes	the	1793	Anti-Slavery	Act	
in	British	North	America	(Canada),	the	abolition	of	the	







and	 of	 daily	 life,	 colonial	 legal	 documents,	 land	 grant	
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 
Cultural Crossroads
(Continued from page 3)
workshops	on	oral	history	projects	and	the	assessment	of	





If	 you’ve	 signed	 up	 for	 one	 of	 the	morning	 tours	 on	
Thursday	 or	 the	noon	mini-tours	 on	Friday,	 here	 are	 a	
couple	of	reminders.	There’s	a	map	of	the	tour	sites	in	the	
January	 8	 blog	 post,	 http://macchicago2010	.wordpress	
.com/2010/01/08/mac-2010-tours/.	The	full	tour	descrip-






























pointed	out	 in	 the	 article	 “The	Lost	Chicagoan:	 Found	
Between-Meeting Council Actions









tions	 for	 the	 future	to	Council.	The	group	will	
look	at	 the	financial	needs	 for	 scholarships	and	
educational	programming,	and	make	suggestions	
for	long-,	medium-,	and	short-term	investments	
based	 on	 that	 review.	The	 group	 is	 to	 submit	
an	initial	report	to	Council	at	its	October	2010	
meeting	with	 a	 final	 report	 to	Council	 due	 at	
the	2011	annual	meeting.	Members	of	the	group	
will	include	Matt	Blessing	(chair),	Craig	Wright	






tools	 for	MAC	 for	 the	 next	 two	 to	 four	 years.	
The	group	is	to	provide	its	report	to	Council	by	
the	fall	of	2010.	The	group	will	be	cochaired	by	











thinking,	 and	 collaboration	with	 colleagues	outside	 the	
library,	we	can	find	satisfaction	and	success	when	a	new	
researcher	discovers	what’s	been	there	all	along.
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 
New and Improved MAC Web Site





















































































Polls and Voting: Also	available	through	the	Member-
Clicks	 platform	 is	 the	 ability	 to	 conduct	 on-line	 polls	
and	voting.	Although	not	currently	in	use,	expect	to	see	
a	membership	poll	or	on-line	vote	in	the	future.
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 








incorporate	 these	 payment	 transactions	 and	will	 verify	
them	 through	 a	 secure,	 encrypted	 payment	 processor.	









any	 questions,	 comments,	 or	 suggestions,	 or	 problems	
accessing	the	site,	please	contact	MAC	Web	Master	Erik	
Moore	at	moore144@umn.edu.
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 
Want to Build a Thriving Archival 










will	develop	 an	understanding	of	 the	 fundamental	
methodologies	and	the	practical	skills	necessary	for	
















Check	MAC’s	Web	 site	 in	 the	 coming	months	 for	
more	details.
Archival Issues Needs You
Mary Higgins Clark, Dan Brown . . . you? You’ll never be able to join the ranks 
of famous authors if you never publish. So why not submit an article to MAC’s 
Archival Issues? It’s got everything you need for success—a place to write 
about what you know, gentle editors, and a devoted readership. What have you 
got to lose! We are always interested in submissions or even just in preliminary 





Rethinking the Business of Small Archives
Colleen McFarland
The OhioLink eAd Factory: 
Consortial Creation and delivery of eAd
Cara Gilgenbach, Amy McCrory, and David Gaj
Accessing Their Voice from Anywhere:  
Analysis of the Legal Issues Surrounding the  




Midwest Archives Conference 
Volume 31, Number 2, 2007
Digitization of Archival Issues
It	may	not	be	optimized	for	the	iPad	(yet),	but	Archival Issues 
(AI) is	going	digital.	Last	month,	the	University	of	Wisconsin	
Digital	Collections	 (UWDC),	 in	 response	 to	 a	proposal	
forwarded	by	UW-Milwaukee,	agreed	 to	digitize	all	back	
issues	of	AI and	Midwestern Archivist	 (predecessor	 to	AI )	
and	place	 them	 in	 their	 institutional	 repository.	Centered	




Library Literature & Information Science Full Text subscribers	
for	some	time,	this	new	resource	will	provide	full-page	images	
(as	PDF	files)	of	our	scholarly	journal	for	free	and	make	them	
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Anke Voss, Assistant Editor 
Vice President’s Column: MAC Meetings Update
Douglas Bicknese, Vice President, Midwest Archives Conference 







to	 see	 the	 additional	Chicago	highlights	 found	on	 the	
meeting	blog	at	http://macchicago2010.wordpress.com/.	
Dayton, Ohio, October 22–23, 2010
The	2010	symposium	will	 focus	on	the	timely	topic	of	





of	what	 they	 think	 they	 need?	Through	presentations,	
group	 discussions,	 and	 hands-on	 activities	 at	Wright	







your	 repository	with	 a	 draft	 user	 survey	 that	 you	 can	
administer	quickly,	easily,	and	confidently.











At	 the	 time	of	 publication,	MAC	 is	 still	 finalizing	 the	
2011	symposium	topic	and	location.	One	of	the	keys	to	
MAC’s	success	is	the	willingness	of	its	members	to	step	




manuals	 contain	 templates	 for	
meeting	 proposals	 and	 numerous	 tips	 on	 planning	 a	
successful	meeting.	












ideas	 for	a	 symposium	topic,	 feel	 free	 to	contact	me	at	
douglas.bicknese@nara.gov.	
Upcoming MAC Meeting Sites  
and Dates
Annual Meeting, 2010 
Chicago, Illinois
April	22–24,	2010
Fall Symposium, 2010  
Dayton, Ohio
October	22–23,	2010
Annual Meeting, 2011 
St. Paul, Minnesota
April	28–30,	2011
Annual Meeting, 2012 
Grand Rapids, Michigan
April	19–21,	2012
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TREASURER’S REPORT—Craig Wright  
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library 










	 Spring	 	 35,000.00

















	 Spring	 	 28,000.00















Beginning	of	Year	Assets		 	 $	 195,490.86
	 Chase	Checking	 	 44,678.25
	 Bank	of	America	Checking	 	 62,724.29
	 Lincoln Investment Accounts	
	 Invested	Reserves	 	 36,298.91
	 Operating	Reserves		 	 25,450.97
	 Bowen	Scholarship	Fund	 	 12,460.19
	 Motley	Scholarship	Fund		 		13,878.25
Assets	as	of	December	31,	2009		 $		220,031.89
	 Chase	Checking	 	 74,695.57
	 Bank	of	America	Checking	 	 31,344.46
	 Lincoln Investment Accounts
	 Invested	Reserves		 	 45,113.37
	 Operating	Reserves		 	 32,050.55
	 Bowen	Scholarship	Fund		 	 20,001.06
	 Motley	Scholarship	Fund		 	 16,826.88
Excess	Cash	Receipts	(Over)		
Disbursements		 	 	 $	 24,541.03
AGFA i Extek Microsystems i HF Processors i InoTec i IRIS













Let The Whole 
World Know.
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Archival Resources on the Web—Adam Groves, Assistant Editor, 
Illinois Fire Service Institute
Contact Adam Groves at agroves@uiuc.edu if you would like to guest-author a column or have a good idea to share.
Digital Tour of the Windy City: Chicago on the World Wide Web
By Erin Vandenberg, DePaul University
When	 you	 think	 of	Chicago,	 you	 probably	 think	 of	
















convenient	Midwest	 location,	 it	 is	 also	 an	 easy	 city	 to	
navigate	due	to	the	carefully	planned	grid	system	of	streets	






artifacts,	maps,	 buildings,	 and	 aerial	 photographs,	 and	
an	interactive	copy	of	the	1837	Act	of	Incorporation	for	


















Photographs	 of	Hull	House	 and	 six	 other	 settlement	
houses	have	been	digitized	by	the	University	of	Illinois	
at	Chicago	 Special	Collections	Department	 as	 part	 of	
an	 on-line	 exhibit	 titled	 “Changing	Neighborhoods:	













than	55,000	photographs	taken	by	Chicago Daily News 
photographers	 between	1902	 and	1933,	 http://memory	
.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/.	 These	 digitized	
photographs	 depict	many	 aspects	 of	Chicago	 life	 and	
can	 be	 searched	 by	 keyword	 or	 browsed	 by	 subject	 or	
name.	The	Web	site	also	includes	several	on-line	exhibits,	
developed	by	Chicago	History	Museum	staff,	featuring	
images	 from	the	collection	 that	depict	 such	 subjects	as	
football,	Christmas,	 newsboys,	 and	 a	 variety	 of	 other	
topics.	On	its	own	Web	site,	http://www.chicagohistory	
.	org/history/index.html,	 the	Chicago	History	Museum	










(Continued on page 12)
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ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—Continued
Adam Groves, Assistant Editor 
and	users	can	view	individual	articles	or	full	newspaper	
pages,	browse	tables	of	contents,	or	download	PDFs.	
Hyde	Park	 is	 just	one	of	 the	many	neighborhoods	and	
community	 areas	 that	make	 up	 the	 city	 of	Chicago.	
During	 the	 1990s,	Mayor	Richard	M.	Daly	 officially	
defined	many	 of	 these	 areas	with	 banners,	 signs,	 and	
structures	 designating	 the	 “entrances”	 and	boundaries,	
to	help	highlight	each	neighborhood’s	own	culture	and	
history.	According	to	The Encyclopedia of Chicago,	there	
are	77	of	these	community	areas,	and	the	encyclopedia	





















are	 located	 on-line,	 http://www.lib.colum.edu/archives/
oralhistory/index.php,	including	one	narrated	by	Dominic	
Pacyga,	one	of	the	plenary	speakers	for	the	2010	annual	
meeting.	The	 transcripts	 are	 presented	 in	 alphabetical	
order,	and	 list	 the	name,	 interview	date,	and	narrator’s	
position	at	Columbia	College;	the	interviews	offer	useful	





























even	darker	 look	 into	 the	criminal	element	of	Chicago	
can	be	found	at	Northwestern	University	School	of	Law’s	














maybe	 you’ll	 find	 that,	 to	 paraphrase	 Frank	 Sinatra,	
Chicago	is	your	kind	of	town,	too!
Erin Vandenberg is the director of records management at 
DePaul University in Chicago.
(Continued from page 11)
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Please submit “News from the Midwest” items for Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Ohio to  
Troy Eller at troy.eller@wayne.edu, and items for Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri,  
South Dakota, and Wisconsin to Audrey McKanna Coleman at amcoleman@ku.edu.
News from the Midwest—Audrey McKanna Coleman, University of Kansas, 
and Troy Eller, Wayne State, Assistant Editors
ILLINOIS
National Archives and 
Records Administration–Great 
Lakes Region (NARA)
NARA	 is	pleased	 to	 announce	 that	
one	 of	 its	 volunteers,	 Ann	Patricia	











post	 offices,	 airfields,	 research	 labs,	
and	 production	 facilities	 formerly	
owned	 by	 the	 federal	 government.	
Using	the	records	was	often	a	time-




















with	 key	 identifying	 information	
about	each	property.	
Rotary International
Rotary	 International	 has	 teamed	
up	with	Google	to	make	nearly	100	
years	 of	 its	 flagship	magazine,	 the 
Rotarian,	available	on-line.	Full-color,	





more	 accessible	 to	 its	 worldwide	
constituents.	 Additionally,	 a	 new	
on-line	timeline	of	Rotary	history	is	
now	 available	 at	 http://www.rotary	
.org/history/.
INDIANA








includes	more	 than	 20,000	 books	




and	 vertical	 files,	 that	 digitization	
project	 is	 substantial.	The	first	 145	
photographs	from	the	collection	are	
now	on	the	ACPL	Web	site.	Most	of	
these	 images	 are	 from	 the	 Lincoln	
Family	 Album	Collection	 and	 are	
photos	 owned	 by	 four	 generations	




Internet	Archive	 facility	 located	 at	
ACPL.	Current	digitization	is	funded	
by	 a	Library	 Services	 and	Technol-
ogy	Act	 (LSTA)	 grant	 and	 by	 the	
Friends	 of	 the	 Lincoln	Collection	
in	 Indiana.	http://gotobig.com/acpl/
lincolncollection/
Indiana Historical Society 
(IHS)
During	the	last	quarter	of	2009,	the	




198	 printed	 items	 were	 cataloged	
(available	through	the	Web	site	and	
OPAC),	 188	 new	 Indiana-related	
collections	 were	 accessioned,	 and	




Experience	 featuring	 unique	 “time	
travel”	 exhibition	 programs	 such	
as	 “Destination	 Indiana,”	 using	
touch	 screen	 technology	 to	 explore	
(Continued on page 14)
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued
Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors 
(Continued from page 13)
hundreds	 of	 collections	 items	 ar-
ranged	 in	 geographic	 and	 topical	
journeys,	 and	 “You	Are	There,”	 to	
re-create	the	content	of	a	photograph	




The	 Black	 Film	 Center/Archive	
(BFC/A)	moved	to	its	new	home	in	
the	Wells	Library	on	the	IU-Bloom-
ington	 campus	 on	 January	 7.	 The	
new	space	has	a	classroom;	a	seminar	






From	March	 1	 to	 5,	 the	 BFC/A	
hosted	African	 filmmakers	Gaston	
Kaboré	 (Burkina	 Faso),	 Euzhan	
Palcy	 (Martinique),	 Joseph	 Gaï	





ars	 in	 Conversation.”	During	 the	
week,	 the	 filmmakers	 screened	 and	
discussed	 their	 films	 in	workshops,	




a	 symposium	 examining	 two	 films	
in	 depth—The Spook Who Sat by 
the Door	 and	Nothing But a Man.	
Guests	 and	 speakers	 included	 Sam	
Greenlee,	who	wrote	 the	 book	 and	
screenplay	and	coproduced	The Spook 
Who Sat by the Door,	and	Robert	M.	
Young,	who	cowrote	and	coproduced	
Nothing But a Man.	Future	issues	of	








and	 Special	Collections	will	 be	 of-
fering	 the	 exhibit	 “Amelia	Earhart:	






rare	 historic	 documents,	 photo-
graphs,	and	memorabilia,	the	exhibit	
explores	 Earhart’s	 enduring	 legacy	












Iowa State University (ISU)
In	 support	 of	 ISU’s	 campus-wide	








ing	 concern	with	 the	 environment	
throughout	 the	 twentieth	 century,	
particularly	in	the	state	of	Iowa,	and	
cover	 such	 topics	 as	 soil	 and	water	
conservation,	alternative	and	efficient	
energy	 usage,	 recycling,	 wildlife	
protection,	 ecology,	 and	 sustainable	
agriculture.	 Included	 are	 records	 of	
the	Environtology	Council,	Citizens	
United	 for	 Responsible	 Energy,	
National	Association	of	Conservation	
Districts,	and	Iowans	for	Returnable	
Beverage	 Containers,	 as	 well	 as	
records	 related	 to	 the	 Live	Green!	
Initiative.	 The	 department	 also	
holds	 individuals’	 papers,	 includ-







Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives (KDLA)
In	 November	 2009,	 the	 KDLA	




information	 currently	 stored	 in	 the	
Kentucky	Geography	Network	 as	










Under	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	North	
Carolina	Center	for	Geographic	In-
formation	and	Analysis,	partners	from	
the	 archives,	 library,	 and	 geospatial	
communities	in	Kentucky,	Utah,	and	
North	Carolina	have	 explored	ways	
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(Continued on page 16)
NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued
Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors 
cal	 infrastructure	 for	 accessioning	
data	with	historical	value.	During	the	
project,	staff	revised	records	retention	
schedules	 for	 both	 state	 and	 local	
agencies.	Additionally,	 the	 archives	
accessioned	 two	 years	 of	 quarterly	
data	 snapshots	 of	 the	 state	 system,	
numerous	 static	maps,	 and	 several	
project	 files,	 as	well	 as	 completing	




project	 in	 2010,	with	 the	 objective	
of	improving	access	through	various	
Web	tools.	
University of Louisville (UL)
The	UL	 Libraries	 announces	 four	
new	digital	collections.	The	Dwight	
Anderson	Music	Library	Collection	
includes	 a	 guest	 book	 containing	
more	 than	 900	 signatures	 from	
visitors	 to	 the	UL	School	 of	Music	
over	 a	60-year	period	 (1948–2009),	
including	 guest	 artists,	 composers,	








contains	 210	 selected	 digital	 im-
ages	 and	 three	 digital	 videos	 from	
an	 archived	 community	 collection	
devoted	 to	documenting	one	of	 the	
worst	floods	in	Louisville’s	history.	A	
Google	map	 links	 the	flood	 images	




images	 captured	 by	 French	 soldier	
André	 Jeunet	 during	World	War	
I	 includes	 pictures	 of	 soldiers	 and	
















Grand Valley State University 
(GVSU)




in	 support	 of	 a	 preservation	 assess-
ment	of	 its	D.	 J.	Angus	Collection.	






images	 taken	 between	 1902	 and	










construction	 of	 a	 number	 of	 dams,	
mills,	 and	 bridges	 throughout	 the	
country;	 natural	 phenomena	 such	
as	 geysers,	 lava	fields,	 canyons,	 and	
craters;	and	the	aftermath	of	floods,	
shipwrecks,	 tornados,	 and	 cyclones	
throughout	 the	Midwest.	He	 also	
took	 still	 and	moving	 images	 of	
cliff-dwellings	 and	 Aztec	 ruins	 in	









a	 $251,079	 grant	 by	 the	National	
Historical	Publications	and	Records	
Commission	 to	 accession,	 preserve,	
and	 provide	 access	 to	 a	 significant	
portion	 of	 the	 university’s	 perma-
nent	 records	 that	 are	 created	 and	
maintained	 in	 electronic	 form.	The	
team	will	build	a	Web	site	to	inform	
colleagues	 of	 the	 project’s	 progress	
and	share	monthly	reports	and	deliv-
erables	from	the	project.	
Since	 July	 2009,	 a	 collaboration	 of	
the	 UAHC,	MSU	 Libraries,	 and	
the	MATRIX	 digital	 humanities	
research	 center	 has	 engaged	 in	 a	
university-wide	digital	curation	plan-
ning	 (DCP)	 project.	 The	 yearlong	
project	 began	with	 a	 questionnaire	
targeted	 to	 technical	 administrators	
and	 content	 creators	 and	 interviews	
with	 several	units	 that	 reported	 the	
use	of	content	management	systems	
and/or	 digital	 repository	 software.	
The	digital	curation	practices	revealed	
by	 the	 interviews	 are	 expected	 to	
be	 leveraged	by	other	academic	and	
administrative	units	and	to	pave	the	




On the Banks of the Red Cedar	Web	site	
went	live	in	January	and	now	provides	








public	 hours,	 and	 collection	 news,	
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com/.	









exhibit	 about	 the	 life	 and	 times	 of	
Calumet	 photographer	 J.	W.	Nara	




Nara’s	 lens	 captured	 the	 area’s	 rural	
countryside,	 local	 farms,	 shorelines,	
lighthouses,	and	pastoral	back	roads.	
The	 exhibit	will	 travel	 to	 libraries,	
museums,	 and	 schools	 throughout	






munities	 that	 are	home	 to	 longtime	
residents	and	students.
Four	researchers	will	receive	Michigan	
Tech	 Archives	 Travel	 Grants	 this	
year.	 Research	 topics	 include	 the	
relationship	between	 representations	
of	three-dimensional	data	and	the	flow	
of	 information	within	 an	 organiza-
tion;	the	practice	of	nineteenth-	and	
twentieth-century	 medicine	 in	 a	
remote	 industrial	 community;	 the	
regional	work	of	Michigan	architect	
(Continued from page 15)
D.	Fred	Charlton;	 and	 the	 politics	
and	economics	of	community	devel-
opment	 during	 an	 era	 of	 industrial	
decline.	
The	Archives	 also	 launched	 a	 new	
blog	 this	 year	 to	 capture	 and	 share	
information	on	 its	 collections,	 staff,	
and	 projects.	 http://blogs.mtu.edu/
archives/
University of Michigan (UM)
The	 Norton	 Strange	 Townshend	





Townshend	 (1815–1895);	 his	 wife,	
Margaret	 Bailey	 Townshend;	 and	
several	generations	of	related	families	
in	 northern	Ohio	 and	 elsewhere.	






a	 role	 as	 a	medical	 inspector	 in	 the	
Civil	War,	and	advocacy	of	scientific	
training	 for	 farmers.	 In	 addition	 to	
a	wealth	 of	 nineteenth-century	 pri-
mary	sources	such	as	correspondence,	
diaries,	 published	 and	 unpublished	
writings,	ephemera,	and	photographs,	
the	 collection	 contains	 34	 letters	
from	Townshend’s	 friend	 and	men-
tor,	Cincinnatian	 Salmon	P.	Chase,	
and	 a	number	 of	 daguerreotypes	 by	
Townshend’s	brother-in-law,	renowned	
photographer	Thomas	M.	Easterly.	









Wayne State University (WSU)
The	Reuther	 Library	 at	WSU	 an-




for	 Living	Detroit,	 a	 project	 of	 the	




























John	Gibler,	 and	 records	 from	 the	
department	of	Plant	Pathology.	These	




in	 the	 1960s	 to	 describe	worldwide	
advances	 in	 food	 crop	 production	
that	 began	 in	 the	 1940s	 and	 saved	
NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued
Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors 
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued
Audrey McKanna Coleman and Troy Eller, Assistant Editors 














St. Louis University (SLU)
The	fully	processed	Kurt	von	Schus-
chnigg	Manuscript	Collection	is	now	
open.	 Schuschnigg,	 the	 embattled	
















Western Historical Manuscript 
Collection–Columbia
The	Robert	P.	Christeson	Collection	
reflects	 broad	 collecting	 in	written	
and	 recorded	music,	 and	 contains	
more	 than	 1,300	 record	 albums,	
hundreds	 of	 audiotapes,	 and	 112	
original	wire	 recordings.	There	 are	
hundreds	 of	 songbooks,	 some	 from	
the	 early	 nineteenth	 century,	 and	










just	 how	difficult	 and	 frustrating	 it	
was	to	find	information	on	Missouri	
fiddlers	 and	 their	music.	 Years	 of	
traveling	to	visit	with	old-time	fiddlers	


























Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Center
In	February,	the	Rutherford	B.	Hayes	
Presidential	 Center	 opened	 a	 new	
exhibit,	 “Croquet:	 A	 Sport	 Story.”	
Detailing	the	rise	and	fall	in	popular-
ity	of	croquet	in	the	United	States	in	
the	 nineteenth	 century,	 the	 exhibit	
highlights	materials	from	the	center’s	
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Electronic Currents—Christopher Prom, Assistant Editor, University of Illinois
The Evolution of an Electronic Archives Program 
By Mark Myers, Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives
In	my	last	column	(October	2009),	I	introduced	myself	by	
discussing	how	I	became	an	electronic	records	archivist.	








state	of	Kentucky.	The	point	of	 this	 introduction	 is	 to	
lay	 the	 foundation	 for	 future	 discussions	 on	 electronic	
records	 issues	and	to	provide	 readers	an	understanding	
of	 the	 particular	 perspective	 that	 I	 bring	 to	 electronic	
records	management.
KDLA	is	the	state	library,	the	state	archives,	and	the	state	
records	management	 authority.	Kentucky	 is	 one	of	 ten	
states	in	which	these	three	functions	are	combined	into	
one	department.	KDLA	 is	directed	by	 a	 commissioner	
who	is	 the	state	 librarian.	It	has	 four	divisions:	 two	on	














management	 services	 related	 to	 electronic	 records,	 and	
digital	preservation	via	administration	of	the	e-archives.	
KDLA	is	one	of	 the	 larger	 state	archives	with	approxi-
mately	100,000	cubic	feet	of	permanent	records	and	two	
off-site	 records	 centers	 for	 state	 agencies	with	 approxi-
mately	196,000	cubic	feet	of	records.	It	began	scheduling	







Records	Commission,	 along	with	 the	 state	 legislature,	
which	 had	 been	 concerned	 that	many	 costly	 systems	
were	sprouting	up	throughout	state	government,	formed	




Commission	 to	 study	machine-readable	 records.	 PRD	






Formed	 in	 1984,	 the	Kentucky	 Information	 Systems	























role	 and	 ability	 to	 adapt	 to	 changing	 circumstances.	 I	
will	describe	the	results	of	that	process	more	fully	in	my	
next	column.	
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ELECTRONIC CURRENTS—Continued








are	 created	 and	 stored	 in	 electronic	 format.	Without	




Deadlines for  
MAC Newsletters:
January issue: November 10
April issue: February 10
July issue: May 10




American Association of  
Nurse Anesthetists
222 South Prospect Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068-4037
847-655-1106
kkoch@aana.comAnswering “What is an archivist?” since 1989.
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Preservation Essentials—Lynn Smith, Assistant Editor, Hoover Presidential Library
Recovery of Archives, Libraries, and Museums in Haiti
On	January	12,	a	devastating	earthquake	measuring	6.8	




other	 necessities	 to	 approximately	 two	million	 people.	
While	the	human	toll	 in	the	disaster	 is	huge,	there	are	
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PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS—Continued





1.	 “UNESCO	Calls	 for	 Ban	 on	 Trade	 in	Haitian	






Editor’s Note:	 In	 response	 to	 the	 “Cold	Enough	 for	
the	Negatives?”	 article	 that	 appeared	 in	 the	 last	 issue,	
Katie	Mullen,	conservator	at	the	Indiana	State	Library,	
submitted	the	following	information	from	pages	65–66	
of	The Film Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, 
Libraries, and Museums,	http://www.filmpreservation.org/
preservation/film_guide.html:
“Because	 it	 is	 a	 potential	 fire	 hazard,	 cellulose	
nitrate	film	has	 special	 storage	needs.	The	Na-
tional	Fire	Protection	Association	(NFPA)	issues	








recommend	 a	maximum	 temperature	 of	 36°F	
and	 relative	humidity	between	20%	and	30%.	
Many	localities	require	compliance	with	NFPA	
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Mixed Media: Working with Audio and Visual Materials— 
Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor, Nebraska State Historical Society
Motion Picture Film and Magnetic Tape: A Short Primer






share	 certain	 physical,	mechanical,	 and	 environmental	
characteristics,	they	are	distinctive	enough	to	justify	this	





we	now	call	 audiovisuals.	Starting	with	 the	 innovation	
of	still	photography	in	the	first	half	of	the	century,	the	
















While	 changes	 in	 format	 and	 physical	 characteristics	





words)	 explorations	 of	 formats,	 preservation,	 use,	










Later	 parts	 of	 this	 section	will	 deal	with	 the	 physical	
structure	 of	 both	motion	 picture	 film	 and	magnetic	
tape.	But	first,	it	is	worth	noting	a	common	vulnerability	
shared	 by	 these	 and	 virtually	 all	 vintage	 audiovisuals:	
machine	 obsolescence.	As	 advances	 took	place	 in	 both	
capturing	and	replaying	recordings	of	sight	and	sound,	
the	machines	that	made	these	advances	possible	evolved	
and	 became	more	 complex.	Consequently,	 one	 of	 the	
principal	 problems	 archives	 face	 is	 not	 just	 appraising	




The	 rapid—some	may	 say	 exponential—evolution	 of	










the	 physical	 characteristics	 of	 the	 differing	 formats,	










is	 present	 as	well.	These	 shared	physical	 properties	 do	
imply	a	similarity	in	the	preservation	issues	faced	by	both	
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MIXED MEDIA: WORKING WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL MATERIALS—Continued 
Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor 




Common Motion Picture Film and Magnetic 
Tape Formats
What	 follows	 are	 brief	 descriptions	 of	 the	 audiovisual	
formats	most	commonly	found	in	archival	collections.	

























Betamax	 (or	Home	Beta)	was	 introduced	 by	 Sony	 in	
1975.	Its	target	was	consumer	home	use,	and	along	with	
VHS	quickly	 replaced	 8	mm	film	 as	 the	 home	movie	





























This illustration shows some of the common motion picture film 
formats and housings likely to inhabit archival collections. Films 
in cans, on reels and cores (hubs without reels), and in original 
boxes are the most likely finds. The two loop cartridge films in 
front, housed for presentation, are rarer. The film in the upper 
left is a 35 mm film on a core.
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MIXED MEDIA: WORKING WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL MATERIALS—Continued 
Paul Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor 




















Film: Acetate Base Layer
Acetate-based	films,	 the	variety	most	commonly	 found	
in	 archives,	 are	 first	 and	 foremost	 vulnerable	 to	what	














Tape: Polyester Base Layer
Although	 some	 early	 audiotape	used	 acetate	 as	 a	 base,	
magnetic	tape	for	audio	and	video	used	a	polyester	base	
from	the	1960s	to	the	present.	Polyester	is	relatively	stable,	





Film: Emulsion Top Layer









Tape: Magnetic Top Layer
Like	 the	 emulsion	 of	 film,	 the	 top	 layer	 of	magnetic	
audio-	and	videotape	holds	the	all-important	information.	
A	common	malady	suffered	by	this	top	layer	is	known	as	
sticky	 shed	 syndrome,	 and,	 like	 so	many	other	vulner-
abilities	we’ve	seen	so	far,	it	is	caused	by	high	humidity.	






Familiar videotape formats found in archives holdings show 
two reel-to-reel (open reel) tapes at the top of the picture. The 
¾" U-Matic tape cassette in the center is flanked by a Betacam 
tape to the left and a VHS tape to the right. An 8 mm videotape 
cassette is in the lower left. The remaining small tapes in front 
are two common formats of digital videocassettes: Mini-DV (left) 
and DVCPro.
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MIXED MEDIA: WORKING WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL MATERIALS—Continued 








But	 the	 preservation	 liability	 that	 is	 unique	 to	motion	






spindles	 and	 toothed	gears	 to	be	 systematically	 tugged	
through	a	projection	gate	through	which	a	hot	light	passes.	
Magnetic	 tape	 is	 similarly	 curled	 around	 capstans	 and	
guide	wheels	to	wipe	in	direct	contact	with	the	playback	
head.	Videotapes	housed	in	cassettes	are	pulled	out	from	





















Canada’s	 AV	 Preservation	Trust	 (formerly	 known	 as	




collections	 through	partnerships	with	members	 of	 the	
audiovisual	 community.	 Its	 1995	 report,	Fading Away: 




Mona	Jimenez	et	al.,	Videotape Identification and Assess-








care_audiovisual/	 (accessed	 February	 15,	 2010).	 Short	
FAQs	make	this	a	valuable	first-look	guide	to	the	nature	
and	preservation	of	the	most	common	formats.	
National	 Film	 Preservation	 Foundation,	The Film 
Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, Libraries, and 
Museums	 (San	 Francisco:	National	 Film	Preservation	
Foundation,	 2004),	 http://www.filmpreservation.org/














do	 in	 a	 disaster,	 and	 a	white	 paper,	 “Basic	 Inspection	
Techniques	to	Sample	the	Condition	of	Magnetic	Tape.”
John	W.	C.	Van	Bogart,	 “Magnetic	Tape	 Storage	 and	
Handling,”	National	Media	 Laboratory,	 1995,	 http://
www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub54/1introduction.html	
(accessed	January	2010). This	may	appear	dated,	but	it	
still	 offers	 good	 solid	 information,	 particularly	 on	 the	
vulnerabilities	of	audiotape.	
(Continued on page 31)
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Please submit “Up-and-Comers” items to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@yahoo.com.
Up-and-Comers: News for Student Archivists—Kevlin Haire, 
Assistant Editor, The Ohio State University
Innovative UW-Madison Students Fashion New 
Tribal Libraries Class
















From	 that	 project	 sprang	 the	 idea	 of	 a	 class	 on	 tribal	
libraries,	 archives,	 and	museums	 in	 the	 state.	Ten	 stu-
dents	enrolled	in	the	class	in	spring	2009,	collaboratively	








Poler,	 and	 Johnson	were	 asked	 to	 contribute	 a	 chapter	
chronicling	the	class	history	to	Loriene	Roy’s	upcoming	
book,	Tribal Libraries, Archives, and Museums: Preserving 
Our Language, Memory, and Lifeways.	
The	TLAM	class	continues	this	spring	at	UW-Madison	
with	15	students.	Further	work	to	maintain	relationships	
with	 the	Red	Cliff	 Library	 and	other	 tribal	 librarians,	
archivists,	historians,	 and	museum	workers	around	 the	
state	 continues.	 For	more	 about	 the	TLAM	class	 and	
project,	visit	http://tlam999.wordpress.com/,	and	look	for	
the	TLAM	page	on	Facebook.
Christina Cieslewicz is a master’s student on the archives 
track in the School of Library and Information Studies at 
the UW-Madison. She expects to graduate in 2011 and can 
be reached at cieslewicz@wisc.edu.
Indiana University SAA Chapter Eyes 
Professional Development

































chapter,	 please	 visit	 http://www.indiana.edu/~saarchiv/
index.html.
Jessica Moad is president of Indiana University’s Society of 
American Archivists Student Chapter. She plans to graduate 
in May and can be reached at jemoad@umail.iu.edu.
No Rest for the Weary at Wright State 
Wright	State	University’s	SAA	Student	Chapter	 (WSU	
SAA)	has	been	busy.	Most	recently,	we	organized	a	trip	
for	 seven	 students	 to	 attend	 the	MAC	annual	meeting	
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cosponsored	 a	welcome-back	 event	 for	 students.	This	
provided	several	students	a	venue	in	which	they	were	able	
to	present	posters	about	their	summer	internships.	Finally,	

















Jeremy Feador is president of WSU SAA. He plans to gradu-
ate in June and can be reached at feador.2@wright.edu.
Embarrassment of Riches at Indiana University 
This	 semester	 the	Office	 of	University	 Archives	 and	
Records	Management	at	Indiana	University,	Bloomington,	
has	been	fortunate	enough	to	secure	five	archival	interns	
from	 the	 School	 of	 Library	 and	 Information	 Science.	
Interns	 have	 spent	 the	 semester	 processing	 collections,	
creating	 a	 series	 of	 podcasts	 for	 the	 archives,	 updating	
Web	sites,	collaborating	on	library	exhibits	for	Women’s	
History	Month,	and	assisting	archives	staff	with	reference	
queries.	 They	 have	 documented	 their	 experiences	 on	
Blogging	Hoosier	History,	http://www.libraries.iub.edu/
index.php?pageId=8930.
Revamped SAA Chapter Ramps Up
The	SAA	Student	Chapter	at	the	University	of	Wiscon-
sin–Milwaukee	has	recently	regrouped	after	a	period	of	








New Blog Gives New Archivists’ Perspective











I tell ya, I get goose bumps every time I read this column. 
There is not just one or even two but six—six!—items, and 
all of them packed with news. Shall we go for seven next time? 
Whatever the number might be, I always love presenting 
interesting and helpful information from student chapters 
and archival programs around the region—won’t you help 
me do that? Please send news to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@
yahoo.com.
Crowd waiting to view body of Emmett Till at Robert’s Temple, 
Church of God, 1955. Courtesy of the Chicago Defender.
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The MAC Membership Committee invites members to share positions, appointments, and honors in the “People and Posts” 
column. Please send items to David McCartney, University Archivist, University of Iowa Libraries, Department of Special 
Collections, Main Library, Iowa City, IA 52242-1420; 319-335-5921; david-mccartney@uiowa.edu.



















in	March.	 She	 previously	 was	 an	
archivist	 at	 the	 Chicago	Mercan-
tile	 Exchange,	General	Mills,	 and	
Anheuser-Busch,	 and	 she	 recently	
completed	 a	 specialist	 certif icate	
program	at	Wayne	State	University.






cultural	moving	 images	 and	 sound	
recordings.	Paul	 also	 teaches	 classes	
on	heritage	audiovisuals	through	the	
University	of	Wisconsin–Milwaukee,	
and	 offers	 curatorial,	 preservation,	
and	digitization	services	for	archives,	
libraries,	and	museums	with	16	mm	











in	 January	 2010.	 The	 CAS	 is	 a	
post-master’s	 academic	 certif icate	
designed	 for	 practitioners	who	 seek	
a	 continuing	 education	program	 to	
enhance	 their	 professional	 develop-





































































Troy Eller and  
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Please submit “Regionalia” items to Melissa Gottwald at gottwalm@erau.edu.
Regionalia—Melissa Gottwald, Assistant Editor, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Archives Association of Ontario
The	 annual	 conference	 is	 scheduled	 for	 June	16–18	 in	
Barrie,	Ontario.	The	 theme	 “From	Daguerreotypes	 to	






Association for Recorded Sound Collections











and	 students;	with	 donors,	 funders,	 and	 vendors—in	
short,	 any	 instance	 in	which	we	 can	 accomplish	more	




Conference on Intellectual Property
The	Conference	 on	 Intellectual	 Property	will	 be	 held	
at	 Iona	College	 in	New	Rochelle,	New	York,	 on	April	
30–May	1.	The	keynote	address	will	be	presented	by	James	
Boyle.	Now	in	its	second	year,	the	conference	continues	
to	 explore	 intellectual	 property	 in	 a	 cross-disciplinary	





law,	 the	Creative	Commons,	 and	beyond.	 http://www	
.iona.edu/cip/
DigCCurr Professional Institute




to	 foster	 skills,	 knowledge,	 and	 community	 building	
among	professionals	responsible	for	the	curation	of	digital	
materials.	http://ils.unc.edu/digccurr/institute.html
Forum for Archives and Records Management 











International Conference on the History of 
Records and Archives (I-CHORA)
I-CHORA	5	will	take	place	July	1–3	at	University	College	
London.	The	conference	theme,	“Records,	Archives,	and	
Technology:	 Interdependence	 over	Time,”	 explores	 the	
evolving	 interrelationships	 between	 records,	 archives,	
and	any	technology—not	just	the	digital	technology	of	
our	own	time—and	interdependence	including	the	role,	
challenges,	 or	 opportunities	 of	 technology	 in	 creating,	
maintaining,	 or	 using	 records.	 http://www.liv.ac.uk/
ichora5/index.htm
Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference















of	 diverse	 content	 and	 interest,	 and	 tours.	 http://www	
.nyarchivists.org/
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and	 inspirations	 surrounding	 the	 “Eureka”	moment	 in	
a	scientist’s	 research	or	the	struggles	endured	by	differ-
ent	 population	 groups	 as	 they	 endeavored	 to	 establish	
themselves	in	fields	previously	closed	to	them.	http://www	
.ohmar.org/confercurrent.html
Reference and User Services Association 
(RUSA)
“Behind	 the	Genealogy	Reference	Desk:	Our	Capital’s	
Hidden	Genealogy	Gems”	 is	 the	 theme	 of	 the	RUSA	
History	 Section	 preconference	 to	 be	 held	 June	 25	 at	
the	Daughters	 of	 the	American	Revolution	Library	 in	








Society of Southwest Archivists
The	 annual	meeting	 “Archives	 at	 the	Crossroads”	will	
take	place	April	28–May	1	at	the	Inn	and	Spa	at	Loretto	
in	Santa	Fe,	New	Mexico.	The	meeting	starts	with	timely	
workshops	 on	 preservation	 of	 photographic	materials,	
fund-raising,	and	caring	for	Native	American	collections.	
It	 continues	with	a	keynote	 address,	 “I	Was	a	Teenage	
Packrat	 for	 the	 FBI,”	 from	well-known	 author	 John	
Nichols.	Two	and	a	half	days	of	sessions	cover	everything	
from	preserving	 the	 history	 of	 the	Route	 66	 corridor,	










and	printing,	with	 a	 focus	on	 the	hand	press	 era.	The	
workshop	is	intended	for	librarians,	archivists,	students,	
teachers,	 collectors,	 and	 private	 individuals	who	 have	
an	interest	 in	the	first	three	and	a	half	centuries	of	the	
printed	book.	The	course	consists	of	a	unique	combina-
tion	of	 labs	 and	 seminars	designed	 to	provide	 students	




This	 super-regional	meeting	 of	 archivists	 across	 the	
western	United	 States	will	 take	 place	April	 28–May	1	
at	 the	Renaissance	 Seattle	Hotel	 in	downtown	Seattle,	




include	 emergency	 preparedness	 and	 response,	 grant	
writing,	and	implementing	“More	Product,	Less	Process.”	
Session	 topics	 range	 from	 interlibrary	 loan	 of	 archives	






Melissa Gottwald, Assistant Editor 
Washington State Film Preservation Manual: Low-Cost & 
No-Cost Suggestions to Care for Your Film.	This	manual,	
available	 on-line	 at	 http://www.lib.washington.edu/










(Continued from page 25)
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Make the most of your resources with
STAR/Archives
• Make your collections visible and provide for searching across and within collections
• Save time and staff resources by generating EAD finding aids, deeds of gift, MARC
records, and more from your catalog records
• Get out from under your processing backlog by using software designed to help you
manage your archives more efficiently

















The	Society	 of	American	Archivists	 (SAA)	 created	 the	
MayDay	initiative	in	2006	and	promoted	the	idea	to	its	







an	 initiative	 of	Heritage	 Preservation	 and	 the	 Federal	
Emergency	Management	Agency—is	a	partnership	of	41	
national	service	organizations	and	government	agencies.











For	 more	 information	 concerning	 advertising	 with	MAC,	 and	 exhibits	 and	 sponsorships	 during	 confer-
ences,	 please	 contact	MAC	 Vendor	 Coordinator	 Shari	 Christy,	 33	 North	 Grand	 Avenue,	 Fairborn,	 OH	
45324;	 phone:	 937-879-7241;	 E-mail:	 mac.vendor@zoomtown.com,	 or	 visit	MAC’s	Web	 site:	 http://www	
.midwestarchives.org/.
MAC Advertising Packages
Publication and Frequency Size of Ad Cost Per Issue Cost Per Year











































Kathy Koch, Editor 
Preservation	Week	intends	to	raise	awareness	of	libraries’	




















and	 information	 access,	 and	 to	 enhance	 knowledge	 of	
preservation	issues	among	the	public	and	those	responsible	
for	collections.	http://	www.ala.org/preservationweek/


















































































































































































Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship 
































































































Annual Meeting Program 
Committee



































































Chicago, circa 1897. 
From the Franklin H. 
and Isabelle H. Martin 
Papers, courtesy of the 














	 	 New	Membership	 	 Change	of	Address	 	 Renewal
Membership	fees:	$30	Individual,	$60	Institutional.	The	membership	year	runs	from	January	to	December.	Make	
checks	payable	 to	Midwest	Archives	Conference.	Mail	 check	and	 this	 form	to	Midwest	Archives	Conference,	 	
4440	PGA	Boulevard,	Suite	600,	Palm	Beach	Gardens,	FL	33410.
